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 Criterion  

 
 Intent/Rationale  

 
A) The Habitat of Core Populations of 

Endangered or Threatened Plant or 
Animal Species 

 
These areas are important in maintaining viable plant and/or animal 
populations for those species recognized by state and or federal 
resource agencies as being extremely low in numbers or having a 
very limited amount of suitable habitat available.  The terms 
“endangered” and “threatened” have precise meanings defined in 
both state and federal law (see below).  The identification of “core 
population”1 will be determined by the United States Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and the California Department of Fish & Game 
(CDFG).  This criterion is not meant to constitute a recovery program 
for listed species but rather one element of a more comprehensive 
conservation effort for the long term sustainment of listed species 
within the county.  At the local level, recovery programs of both the 
CDFG and the USFWS have measures in place which can impose 
severe penalties for the “take “ of listed species or their habitat. 
 
Federally Endangered:  “any species which is in danger of extinction 

throughout all or a significant portion of its range ”  
 
Federally Threatened:  “any species which is likely to become an 

endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout 
all or a significant portion of its range.” 

 

State Endangered:  “ a native species or subspecies of a bird, 
mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant which is in serious 
danger of becoming extinct throughout all, or a significant 
portion, of its range due to one or more causes, including 
loss of habitat, change in habitat, overexploitation, predation, 
competition, or disease.” 

 

State Threatened:  “  a native species or subspecies of a bird, 
mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant that, although not 
presently threatened with extinction, is likely to become an 
endangered species in the foreseeable future in the absence 
of the special protection and management efforts required by 
this chapter [California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sec 
670.5].  Any animal determined by the commission as rare 
on or before January 1, 1985 is a threatened species.” 

 
B) On a Regional Basis, Biotic 

Communities, Vegetative 
Associations, and Habitat of Plant and 
Animal Species that are either unique, 
or are restricted in distribution 

 
The purpose of this criterion is to identify biotic resources that are 
uncommon on a regional basis.  The geographical region considered 
could be as small as the southern California coastal plains, the 
Transverse mountain ranges, the Mojave Desert, the southern 
California coastline, etc.; or they could be as large as southern 
California, the Pacific coast, all of California, the western United 
States, or even larger.  The point being that the community, 
association, or habitat is either unique or restricted in distribution in an 
area larger than the political boundaries of Los Angeles County (i.e., 
coastal sage scrub, native grasslands, or vernal pools).  Resources 

                                                 
1
 The term “core population” as used here is a general biological term referring to a known and/or a viable population.  Other 

locations of endangered or threatened plant or animal species may also occur in Los Angeles County which are not within a 
SEA.  It should also be noted that the concept of core populations is consistent with current thinking of the USFWS and the 
CDFG. 
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 Intent/Rationale  

that are limited in distribution in the region being considered, but 
common elsewhere, are also included under this category. 

 
C) Within Los Angeles County, Biotic 

Communities, Vegetative 
Associations, and Habitat of Plant and 
Animal Species that are either unique, 
or are restricted in distribution 

 
The purpose of this criterion is to identify biotic resources that are 
uncommon within the political boundaries of Los Angeles County, 
regardless of their availability elsewhere.  The County has a high 
diversity of biological components.  It and San Diego County are the 
only counties in the United States that possess coastal, montane, and 
desert subregions within their boundaries.  It is a rich heritage that 
few local governments have an opportunity to preserve. 
 
Many biotic communities that were once common in Los Angeles 
County have been severely reduced due to urban and agricultural 
development.  This is especially true south of the San Gabriel 
Mountains, and among the agricultural fields of the North County.  
Other biotic features have never been common. 

 
D) Habitat that at some point in the life 

cycle of a species or group of species, 
serves as Concentrated Breeding, 
Feeding, Resting, or Migrating 
Grounds, and is limited in availability 
either regionally or in Los Angeles 
County 

 
Species or groups of species, at various points in their life cycles, 
tend to congregate  in certain areas.  These areas possess resources 
that are essential to the maintenance of specific wildlife species.  This 
criterion is intended to identify those areas that are limited in 
distribution either regionally or in Los Angeles County, and not the 
primary habitat of common species or groups of species. 

 
E) Biotic resources that are of scientific 

interest because they are either an 
extreme in physical/geographical 
limitations, or represent unusual 
variation in a population or community 

 
Oftentimes scientists learn the most about a biological phenomenon 
by studying it at an extreme in its distribution.  This frequently reveals 
the biological and ecological parameters under which it can survive.  
In addition, isolated populations and communities often are relicts of 
what was present in an area at some previous time, and may show 
genetic traits not found elsewhere in the species.  These biological 
and ecological parameters may be useful in determining taxonomic 
relationships. 

 
F) Areas that would provide for the 

preservation of relatively undisturbed 
examples of the original natural biotic 
communities In Los Angeles County 

 
The intent of this criterion was to identify examples of the primary 
biotic resources in Los Angeles County.  At least one example (e.g., 
native grassland, valley oak savannah) of each vegetation type will be 
selected from the various geographical regions in the County in order 
to preserve basic bio-geographic diversity. 

 


